
 

Western Suburbs Football Club 

Junior Grades Tournaments Policy 

 

GENERAL & ADMINISTRATIVE 

• Western Suburbs Football Club (Wests) supports juniors taking part in tournaments.  

• Coaches will be identified by the grade convenors in conjunction with the Tournament 

Coordinator and Junior Committee each season via an expression of interest. 

• Teams will be selected at the beginning of each season where applicable. 

• Players must wear the correct Wests uniform and follow club values. Parents of selected 

participants are expected to help make the running of the team and tournaments successful, 

including volunteering at the Wests hosted tournament.  

 

Types of Tournaments 

• Tournaments may be: Competitive / Participation / Composite. Some tournaments are designed 

to be one of those specific categories therefore will be taken into consideration when selecting 

teams to attend 

• The Tournament Coordinator decides which teams can enter each tournament. 

• A tournament planner lists approved tournaments and their category. 

Competitive Teams: 

• For players who can handle a full day of matches (approx. 6–8). 

• Usually top players in their Regular teams. 

• Enjoy competitive play and show good effort and behaviour. 

Participation Teams: 

• Open to all players, but priority is given to those not in competitive teams. 

• Coaches must seek interest from non-competitive players first. 

 

 

 

  



 

IMPORTANT POINTS TO NOTE 

• Players must be registered with Wests to be selected for 
tournaments. Players from outside Wests can only join if all 
Wests options are exhausted and the Tournament Coordinator or 
Committee approves. 

• In the regular season, where there is a Capital Football Central Regional League, a Non-Academy 
Regional team in grades 11, 12 & 13 are allocated players in line with ability with the final 
decision made by the Grade convenor, or the Junior Committee where the Convenor is not 
considered impartial. Refer to “Season Process – Competitive Tournament Teams” for grades 11, 
12 & 13 tournament team selection. 

• For competitive tournaments (e.g. Wynton Rufer, West Graded Champs, McCartney in Taupo) 

the club will send its top team for grades available and second team where it can.  

• GOSL U13 tournament entries will be the highest quality team of players representing the Club 

with approval from the Tournament Coordinator.  

• GOSL U15 tournament entries will be the TDP team or if they wish not to enter, will be the 

following highest quality team of players representing the Club with the approval by the 

Tournament Coordinator. 

• Tournaments not listed require approval before entering. 

• The Policy is reviewed annually. 
 

IN-SEASON PROCESS – COMPETITIVE TOURNAMENT TEAMS  

Competitive Tournament Process (Grades 11, 12 & 13) 

• Non-Academy Regional team identification process will consist of small games with players who 

have submitted an Expression of Interest. Selection panel will be decided by the Convenor and 

Tournament Coordinator and will include a minimum of 2 independent selectors and could 

additionally include potential coach. 

• Non-Academy Regional grade teams enter tournaments as a full team. 

• If they decline, the next strongest team is offered the spot. This may include an Academy team. 

Wellington Graded Champs 

• One Academy team and one Non-Academy Regional team will be allocated a spot. 

McCartney 

• Grade 11 & 12 – Entry will be the Non-Academy Regional team, if a spot is secured. 

• Grade 13 – Entry will be an Academy team given it is the year prior to TDP selection. 

 

 

  



 

The process from here on relates to grades 7 – 10 and ‘in season’ 

tournaments only. 

• After registrations, grade convenors and the Tournament 

Coordinator will confirm coaches following tournament team 

selection.  

• Communication at this time will note the tournament policy, planner and specify the three 

compulsory competitive tournaments (Wynton Rufer, West Graded Champs, McCartney 

Tournament in Taupo (if entry secured for the grade). There may be one or more coaches 

making up the coaching team for each grade. 

• Wests Graded Champs for U10 will enter one Non-Academy and one Academy team. Where 

there is no U10 Academy team, this will be 2 Non-Academy teams.  

• McCartney Tournament in Taupo will enter Wests team if we have secured a spot. 

• Communication will be sent out near the start of the season by Grade Convenors on a grade-by-

grade basis: 

o U9-10 identification sessions for competitive tournament teams will be held prior to the 

regular season commencing.  

o U7-8 identification sessions for competitive tournament teams will be held in the first 6 

weeks of the season.  

• Identification sessions focus on small games with selectors to ensure fairness. Selection panel 

will be decided by the Convenor and Tournament Coordinator and will include a minimum of 2 

independent selectors and could additionally include potential Tournament coach(es). This is 

aimed at giving all players a fair chance and minimising the chance of favouritism. 

• Players to be advised whether successful within 1 week of trial. 

• Expectation is for selected players to be available for at least all compulsory tournaments, and 

that the tournament team stays in place for the season once selected. 

• Consistent with Capital Football policies there is no streaming in these age groups in the regular 

season competition, and therefore players will play across the teams in their regular season 

team allocations. 

• The expectation is that additional tournament team trainings would be held at regular intervals 

throughout the season, in particular leading up to compulsory tournaments. 

• Coaches / managers are responsible for pulling together team lists, entering tournaments via 

the Tournament Coordinator, collecting fees from players, organising logistics on tournament 

days.  

 

 

  



 

SEASON PROCESS – PARTICIPATION TOURNAMENT TEAMS  

• Following selection of competitive tournament teams, a further 

communication will be sent out focussed on participation 

tournaments by the Convenor, noting that non-competitive 

players have clear preference. 

• Participation tournament coaches will be sought by Grade Convenors, noting that the coach’s 

own child has an automatic spot. This can be on a tournament-by-tournament basis. 

• The coach alongside the grade convenor should ensure (and communicate) a fair way of 

selecting players in cases where expressions of interest exceed spots available for a given 

tournament. 

• The expectation is that additional tournament team trainings would be held leading up to 

tournaments, at least one as a guideline. 

• Coaches / managers are responsible for pulling together team lists, entering tournaments 

collecting fees from players, organising logistics on tournament days.  

COSTS 

• The Club pays fees only for Wests Graded Champs (two teams per grade). All other fees and 

costs are self-funded.  

• To recognise and support the club’s role in putting this tournament on and in lieu of tournament 

payment, parents are expected to support the running of the tournament. 

• If families need support with costs to attend tournaments, they should discuss this with their 

Grade Convenor.  

BEHAVIOUR 

• It is expected that all teams (players, coaches, managers, and spectators) attending 

tournaments adhere to the rules of the respective tournament, wear the correct Wests uniform, 

adhere to the club policy in terms of acceptable standards of behaviour and uphold the club 

values.  

ISSUE RESOLUTION 

• Any unresolved issues relating to tournaments or this policy should be discussed with the 

Tournament Coordinator and will be referred to the Junior Chairperson for a final 

determination. 

 

This policy was ratified by the Junior Committee at their meeting at Western Suburbs Football Club 31 

May 2026.  


